Health care decision making in Southern County.
We combine two standard approaches to analyze power and influence in health policy formulation within a moderately large county in the south. Intrinsic methodologic weaknesses are discussed and several conclusions are drawn regarding power in the health care sector of that community. The most significant finding is the shift in power over time, away from the individuals to committees and health care organizations. The ignorance of most physicians about the broader health care issues that affect the community was reflected in their lack of recognition by others in the community as influential decision makers. The insular relationship of the university to the rest of the community was also noted. Past racial politics had a continuing effect on later health policy formulation. These findings are discussed in light of current and past issues. Because we had promised confidentiality to the persons we interviewed, fictitious names were given to the county, the institutions, and the interviewees.